140. DADA OSMAN'S APPEAL
The Vryheid Herald,  after  quoting   our   remarks   on   this   appeal1,
goes on to say that it is not a question of whether
Dada Osman is entitled to a licence, it is a question of whether he is entitled
to trade in any part of the town. Although Dada Osman held a licence for
a few years, it did not give him a vested right to remain in the town for ever.
Prior to 1886, when a number of Indians entered the Transvaal, they were
granted licences on condition that they only traded in locations and in places
allotted to them by the Government, and this was only a question of whether
Dada Osman should go into a location.
Our contemporary then goes on to say that this is not a question of white
and brown. Our remarks have been called an error. Unfortunately for our
contemporary, we have to use the same expression for its remarks quoted
above. -The question whether Mr, Dada Osman was entitled to a licence or
to trade is beside the issue, and a distinction has been drawn without any
difference. The fact is that the decision of the Board ruins Mr. Dada
Osman, and this was the burden of our remarks. That the applicant had no
"vested right" in the legal sense of the term shows the strength of our
contention that the British constitution, at times, is so full of weaknesses
that it enthrones injustice and strengthens it, as in this case. To an
ordinary man, the deprivation of a man's right to trade without any com-
pensation, after he has been so engaged for several years, is very much
akin to robbery, which is miscalled law when it is done under cover of
a statute. We join issue with our contemporary when it says that it is
only a question of whether Dada Osman should go into a Location. We
venture to inform our contemporary that Law 3 of 1885, dealing with
Locations, has been interpreted by the Supreme Court of the Transvaal
to mean that it does not require British Indians to trade in Locations,
In the Transvaal, an Indian has the right to trade anywhere he chooses,
and he can demand a licence against tender of money. Vryheid has taken
over the Transvaal laws including the Indian laws, and it has to abide
by them. Had it not been, therefore, for the Dealers' Licences Act of
Natal, Mr. Dada Osman would today be trading in the town of Vry-
heid. It is the Licences Act which has been put into operation against
him, and which has enabled the rival traders thus to set aside all ideas
of justice and to ruin a poor -man because, we repeat, "he wears a
brown skin". Did not the Licensing Officer also give as his reason for
refusal that he did not want to see the conditions of Dundee reproduced
in Vryheid? In other words, he did not wish to see so many Asiatic
traders in the town of Vryhfeid as there were in the town of Dundee.
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